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SUBJECT: MOSCOW METRO EXPLOSION 

REF: LONDON 399 (NOTAL) 

1 . THERE ARE SEVERAL PUZZLING FEATURES TO THE JANUARY 8 
METRO EXPLOSION. THERE SEEMS NO DOUBT THAT AN EXPLOSION 
OF SOME SORT TOOK PLACE INSIDE A CAR WHILE A METRO TRAIN 
WAS BETWEEN TWO STATIONS. IT ALSO SEEMS CLEAR THAT THERE 
WERE SEVERAL DEATHS AND A GOOD MANY INJURIES. HOWEVER, 

DESPITE THE LOUIS PIECE. THERE IS NO CONSENSUS AMONG THE 
WESTERN CORRESPONDENTS HERE THAT THE EXPLOSION RESULTED 
FROM A BOMB. WESTERN JOURNALISTS NOTE THAT THE FIRST 
THEY HEARD ABOUT THE EXPLOSION CAME FROM A TASS RUSSIAN 
SERVICE ANNOUNCING THE EXPLOSION. JOURNALISTS WHO HAVE 
TAKEN THE SUBWAY OUT TO THE PLACE WHERE THE INCIDENT TOOK 
PLACE ARE UNABLE TO OBSERVE ANY CLEAR EVIDENCE OF DAMAGE 
TO THE TUNNEL OR INSTALLATIONS INSIDE IT. SIMILARLY, 

THEIR ATTEMPTS TO INTERVIEW WITNESSES HAVE TURNED UP 
NO EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THE BOMB THEORY. 

2. IF THE ACCIDENT WAS A NATURAL ONE, IT MAY WELL BE 
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THAT THE AUTHORITIES DECIDED TO ANNOUNCE IT BECAUSE THEY 
ASSUMED THAT IT WOULD EVENTUALLY BECOME KNOWN IN THE 
WEST AND IT WOULD BE BETTER TO PREEMPT THE JOURNALISTS. 

THE FACT THAT IT OCCURED IN MOSCOW WOULD MAKE IT PARTICULARLY 
HARD TO KEEP SECRET. THE LAST MAJOR TRANSPORT ACCIDENT 
THAT THE SOVIET PRESS REPORTED WAS THE CRASH OF AN AIRLINER 
IN NOVEMBER 1976 (76 MOSCOW 18839), AND THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
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IN THE SOVIET PRESS CAME ONLY AFTER STORIES HAD APPEARED 
IN THE WESTERN MEDIA. LIKE THE METRO EXPLOSION, THIS 
ACCIDENT OCCURRED IN MOSCOW. 

3. WHILE THE EXPLOSION MAY HAVE BEEN CAUSED BY A BOMB, 

WE OBSERVE THAT SUCH TERRORIST ACTS ARE EXTREMELY RARE IN 
THE USSR. THERE WAS AN ATTEMPT TO BLOW UP LENIN'S TOMB 
IN EARLY SEPTEMBER 1973, AND REPORTEDLY THERE WAS AN 
EXPLOSION INSIDE THE MAUSOLEUM ITSELF IN 1967 OR 1968. 

THERE HAVE OF COURSE ALSO BEEN THE SERIES OF EXPLOSIONS 
AND OTHER TERRORISTS ACTS IN GEORGIA IN THE LAST TWO YEARS 
(76 MOSCOW A-279, 76 MOSCOW 10141), BUT IN GENERAL 
ORGANIZED TERRORISM IS VERY UNUSUAL. TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, 

IN THIS COUNTRY. 

4. WHATEVER THE CAUSE OF THE ACCIDENT, THE LOUIS PIECE 

MAY BE AN ATTEMPT TO GET SOME POSITIVE PROPAGANDA MILEAGE 
IN THE WEST OUT OF THIS INCIDENT. CERTAINLY LOUIS MAKES 
A FAIRLY OBVIOUS ATTACK BOTH ON THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 
PORTION OF THE CSCE FINAL ACT AND ON SOVIET DISSIDENCE. 

THE FACT THAT LOUIS DOES NOT NAME ANY SPECIFIC GROUP 
MAKES IT POSSIBLE TO RETURN TO THE CHARGE, SHOULD A 
SUITABLE CANDIDATE TURN UP. 

5. AS TO THE SUBSTANCE OF THE LOUIS STORY, EXCEPT FOR THE GEORGIANS, 
SOVIET DISSIDENTS ARE REMARKABLE FOR THEIR NON- VIOLENT APPROACH. 
SUCH AN ACT AS PLANTING A BOMB WOULD BE MORALLY 

REPUGNANT TO THE SOVIET HUMAN RIGHTS MOVEMENT. ALTHOUGH 
SOVIET JEWS HAVE CONTEMPLATED USING VIOLENCE IN THE PAST 
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(E.G. 

THE LENINGRAD HI-JACKING AFFAIR), THAT WAS AIMED 
AT GETTING THE PERPETRATORS OUT, AND NOT AT FOCUSING 
PUBLICITY ON THE PLIGHT OF THE JEWS. 
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